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NIFA Reporting System (NRS)
(formerly REEport)

In order to receive USDA-NIFA funding from a competitive or formula funded grant, a 
Research Project Initiation report must be submitted to NIFA. A Research Project consists 
of a set of peer-reviewed, research-focused activities that are organized around a set of 
objectives and drive toward specific outcomes. Capacity-funded Research Projects address 
Critical Issues identified through statewide stakeholder input. They provide minimum 
standards for reporting that comply with federal requirements and feed into individual 
state Plan of Work accomplishments. 

Critical Issues often describe current conditions and the desired future state. Projects set 
boundaries around distinct activities that aim to advance knowledge, change behavior, and 
ultimately lead to the desired change in environment identified in the Critical Issue 
description. 

Only after the NIFA National Program Leader (NPL) reviews and approves the project and 
puts it in “Active” status is the Project Director (PD) allowed to spend formula funds on 
that research. 
Please refer any questions about completing the Project Initiation Forms to Jen McMahon, 
ARD NRS Site Administrator by either e-mail jmcmahon10@unl.edu or phone 472-7082. 

For a more comprehensive guide please click the attached NRS link:

https://nifa.usda.gov/resource/nifa-reporting-system-user-guide  

https://www.nifa.usda.gov/resource/reeport-guide-project-directors
https://nifa.usda.gov/resource/nifa-reporting-system-user-guide


NIFA Formula and Non-Formula Project Initiation Summary Guide
Entering the NRS Portal

Go to the NIFA NRS Portal: https://nrs.nifa.usda.gov/ 

Login with your email and password.  Your credentials from REEport should have transferred to NRS when 
they went live with the system.  

If you are new to UNL and have not set your password yet you will need to register with USDA’s 
eAuthentication and complete identity verification. 

Registration Process

 Upon successful registration and identify verification, users must request a role from their 
Organizational Administrator 
 Please refer to our guides and FAQs located on the launch page for details on registering and requesting 
a role: https://go.usa.gov/xG8xE 
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1. Once logged in you will be directed to the portal home page or dashboard.  This system includes 
customized tiles for completing tasks efficiently.  Each tile is tied to a different feature within the system (e.g. 
Critical Issues, Plan of Work, Projects/Programs and Role Management). The tiles displayed on the portal home 
page match your role and provide access to intuitively complete grant and reporting activities. 

2. Click the “Add” button on the Projects & Programs tile to enter your Project Initiation.  The information required is as follows: 

mailto:jmcmahon10@unl.edu


 Data Field Definitions & Instructions
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Data Field Definitions & Instructions (cont.)
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See Next Page for Plan of Work Codes Appendix 

Data Field Definitions & Instructions (cont.)
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Appendix A 
2017 Plan of Work – Planned Programs

Planned Program KA Code Knowledge Area 

Program # 1 
Food Production/ 

Security and 
Landscapes 

102 Soil, Plant, Water, Nutrient Relationships 

111 Conservation and Efficient Use of Water 

112 Watershed Protection and Management 

132 Weather and Climate 

133 Pollution Prevention and Mitigation 

136 Conservation of Biological Diversity 

201 Plant Genome, Genetics, and Genetic Mechanisms 

203 Plant Biological Efficiency and Abiotic Stresses Affecting Plants 

205 Plant Management Systems 

206 Basic Plant Biology 

211 Insects, Mites, and Other Arthropods Affecting Plants 

212 Pathogens and Nematodes Affecting Plants 

213 Weeds Affecting Plants 

301 Reproductive Performance of Animals 

302 Nutrient Utilization in Animals 

305 Animal Physiological Processes 

307 Animal Management Systems 

311 Animal Diseases 

601 Economics of Agricultural Production and Farm Management 

605 Natural Resource and Environmental Economics 

Program # 2 
People and Their 

Wellbeing 

201 Plant Genome, Genetics, and Genetic Mechanisms 

204 Plant Product Quality and Utility (Preharvest) 

303 Genetic Improvement of Animals 

308 Improved Animal Products (Before Harvest) 

403 Waste Disposal, Recycling, and Reuse 

501 New and Improved Food Processing Technologies 

502 New and Improved Food Products 

503 Quality Maintenance in Storing and Marketing Food Products 

607 Consumer Economics 

608 Community Resource Planning and Development 

610 Domestic Policy Analysis 

702 Requirements and Function of Nutrients and Other Food Components 

703 Nutrition Education and Behavior 

711 
Ensure Food Products Free of Harmful Chemicals, Including Residues 
from Agricultural and Other Sources 

712 
Protect Food from Contamination by Pathogenic Microorganisms, 
Parasites, and Naturally Occurring Toxins 

724 Healthy Lifestyle 

802 Human Development and Family Well-Being 

806 Youth Development 




