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Measure Your Research Impact
http://unl.libguides.com/researchimpact

http://unl.libguides.com/researchimpact


Strategies for Increasing Visibility

Image: http://www.carriedale.com/3-ways-stand-out-without-being-obnoxious/



Establish Your Identity
Use the same variation of your name throughout your 
academic and professional career. If your name is common, 
consider adding a middle name to distinguish it from other 
authors.

Distinguish yourself from other authors.

Uniqueness of a name establishes a “presence” for an author.



Check your name in Web of Science and Scopus. Are 
there others with the same name?



Register for an ORCID ID.
The Open Researcher and Contributor ID 
(ORCID) is an open source, non-profit effort to 
maintain a registry of unique identifier 
numbers for authors/investigators.

Free!

http://orcid.org

http://orcid.org/


ORCID IDs are being integrated into article indexes and journals



Create academic profiles
Use open platforms to improve search 
results and provide access to your 
work. Include links to your academic 
profile(s) in your email signature.

Can automatically add publications to 
the profile from ResearcherID (Web of 
Science) or Scopus.



Open Profiles



Closed Profiles



Publish in Open Access Journals and/or 
Self-Archive in a Repository

Open access publications have 
higher citation rates.

Source: http://sparceurope.org/oaca/



Publish and Share Research Data
https://data.nal.usda.gov/

Ag Data Commons (ADC) 
provides access to a wide 
variety of open data relevant 
to agricultural research. We 
are a centralized repository 
for data already on the web, 
as well as for new data being 
published for the first time. 

https://data.nal.usda.gov/


Measuring & Documenting Research 
Impact: Journal, Article, & Author

Image: http://www.parksandrecreation.org/2013/April/Measuring-Performance--Impact-vs--Output/



Journal Impact
Journal Impact Factor: measure of the frequency with which the average article in a journal has 
been cited in a particular year

The impact factor of a journal is calculated by dividing the number of current year citations to 
the source items published in that journal during the previous two years.

American Journal of Clinical Nutrition



Journal Citation Reports (JCR)



Not all journals have impact factors.

https://www.agronomy.org/files/publications/nse-impact-
factor.pdf



Impact factors vary by discipline.

Christopher MM. Weighing the impact (factor) of publishing in veterinary
journals. J Vet Cardiol. 2015 Jun;17(2):77-82.



Author & Article Impact
Citation Searching Tools: Use the following to gather information about author 
impact (h-index) and article impact (times cited).

• Web of Science Core Collection
• Scopus
• Google Scholar

Web of Science Core Collection & Scopus can be used to create citation reports 
that include “times cited” information and h-index.

Caveat:  The information obtained can vary greatly!



Author Metrics
h-index

◦ “The h-index is an index that attempts to measure both the productivity and citation impact of the 
published body of work of a scientist or scholar. The index is based on the set of the scientist's most 
cited papers and the number of citations that they have received in other publications.” 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/H-index

◦ developed by J.E. Hirsch and published in Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences of the United 
States of America 102 (46): 16569-16572 November 15, 2005.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/H-index


Web of Science Core Collection



Scopus



Google Scholar
i10-index: The number of publications 
with at least 10 citations. This metric is 
unique to Google Scholar.



Article-Level Metrics
•Metrics based on use of the work or its subsequent application.

•Examples:
◦ Views online

◦ Downloads

◦ Citations to works in published literature
◦ Citations represent formal knowledge transfer of research findings via published literature

•Some publishers provide this information (e.g. PLoS, Biomed Central, Elsevier/ScienceDirect via 
author’s dashboard, UNL Digital Commons)



Article-Level Metrics



Altmetrics
“The study and use of non-traditional scholarly impact measures that are based 
on activity in web-based environments.”

--PLOS Altmetrics Collection, 
http://www.ploscollections.org/article/browseIssue.action?issue=info:doi
/10.1371/issue.pcol.v02.i19



Journal Impact Factor

Citation counts

H-index

Number of publications

Altmetrics
• Attention to research outputs in non-traditional sources, e.g. policy 

documents, news, blogs and social media

• Indicators of research impact

• Help understand how research is being received and used

• Complementary to traditional citation-based analysis

Mentions in news reports

References in policy

Mentions in social media 

Wikipedia citations

Reference manager 

readers… etc.

ACADEMIC 

ATTENTION

BROADER 

ATTENTION

Alternative metrics

“altmetrics”

+
Traditional metrics

Traditional 

bibliometrics

https://help.altmetric.com/support/solutions/articles/6000086851-altmetric-for-publishers-training-and-
promotional-pack



Why altmetrics?
•Real-time, immediate feedback on attention to scholarly content

•Track attention to a broad range of research outputs, e.g. articles, posters, data sets, 
working papers 

•Showcase attention to a research output beyond academia

•Provide a more coherent understanding of research attention

“Altmetrics expand our view of what impact looks like, but also of what’s making the 
impact. This matters because expressions of scholarship are becoming more diverse.” 

-J. Priem, D. Taraborelli, P. Groth, C. Neylon (2010), Altmetrics: A manifesto, 26 October 2010. http://altmetrics.org/manifesto





Scopus Altmetrics



Scopus Metric Details



Altmetrics: Journal of Food Science



Springer: Providing book metrics



Altmetric Bookmarklet

https://www.altmetric.com/products/free-tools/bookmarklet/



Telling Your Story
Documentation Format for Promotion and/or Tenure
http://svcaa.unl.edu/faculty/promotion-tenure

Check with your department for additional 
guidelines, recommendations, and best practices.

http://svcaa.unl.edu/faculty/promotion-tenure


CV

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0BzVyoVbp68fZU2tqTVNfZHlaMDlVczRJb0VZWXB1V
jdDMHBV/view

Trevor Branch, University of Washington
Included Web of Science & Google 
Scholar metrics.  Included some 
altmetrics for specific publications.



CV

Ethan White, 
http://whitelab.weecology.org/user/3

Includes links to publications, slide decks, 
software via GitHub

http://whitelab.weecology.org/user/3


Impact Story Profile: 
https://impactstory.org/ethanwhite

Cost: $5/month

https://impactstory.org/ethanwhite


Using Metrics: Grant Proposals-
Describing Relevant Publications

Delgado-Baquerizo, M., F. T. Maestre, et al. 2013. Decoupling of soil nutrient cycles as a function of aridity in
global drylands. Nature 502: 672-676.

Using the network of sites deployed in the framework of the BIOCOM project, this study reports a negative effect of aridity on 
the concentration of organic C and total N, but a positive effect on that of inorganic P, in dryland soils worldwide. Aridity was 
negatively related to plant cover, which may favor the dominance of physical (i.e. wind-blown sands that abrade exposed rock 
surfaces) over biological (i.e. litter decomposition) processes. The results of this study indicate that the predicted increase in 
aridity with climate change by the end of this century will uncouple the C, N and P cycles in dryland soils, thus negatively 
affecting the provision of key ecosystem services by drylands, such as the buildup of soil fertility and carbon fixation. 

This article has attracted lots of attention from scientists since its publication, as it was the object of a “News & Views” in 
Nature (Wardle, 2013, Nature 502: 628-629), and has been viewed more than 6300 times since its publication two months ago 
(see http://goo.gl/EuHYOv for details). This article has also been widely discussed in the social media, as indicated by an 
Altmetric score of 151, which makes it scoring higher than 99% of its contemporaries and includes it into the top 5% of all the 
articles tracked by Altmetric (more than 1,730,000; see http://goo.gl/f3fu3A for details). This study has also received 
substantial attention by newspapers, magazines, web pages and blogs from around the world (see http://goo.gl/CU2hSR for a 
selection of news).

Source: http://maestrelab.blogspot.com.es/2014/11/how-i-use-altmetrics-data-in-my.html

http://goo.gl/EuHYOv
http://goo.gl/f3fu3A
http://goo.gl/CU2hSR
http://maestrelab.blogspot.com.es/2014/11/how-i-use-altmetrics-data-in-my.html


Research Lab 
Website

http://emed.wustl.edu/carpenter_christopher/LabHome.aspx



Research Impact: Expanding the 
Definition

Lucinda A. McDade, David R. Maddison, Robert Guralnick, Heather A. Piwowar, Mary Liz Jameson, Kristofer M. Helgen, Patrick S. 
Herendeen, Andrew Hill, and Morgan L. Vis . Biology Needs a Modern Assessment System for Professional Productivity
BioScience (2011) 61 (8): 619-625 doi:10.1525/bio.2011.61.8.8 



Becker Medical Library Model for 
Assessment of Research Impact

https://becker.wustl.edu/impact-assessment

Sarli CC, Dubinsky EK, Holmes KL. Beyond citation analysis: a model for
assessment of research impact. J Med Libr Assoc. 2010 Jan;98(1):17-23. doi:
10.3163/1536-5050.98.1.008. PubMed PMID: 20098647

https://becker.wustl.edu/impact-assessment




http://beckerguides.wustl.edu/impact/outputs



Questions?

Andrea Dinkelman 
207 C.Y. Thompson Library
adinkelman10@unl.edu

Measure Your Research Impact guide: 
http://unl.libguides.com/researchimpact

mailto:adinkelman10@unl.edu
http://unl.libguides.com/researchimpact


Discussion Questions
1. Do you use social media for your research? If yes, why do you find 
them useful? What do you use them for?

2. What methods/strategies are you currently using to track and 
document research impact?

3. Have you encountered any challenges/issues in 
tracking/documenting research impact?
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